The patient A female aged 54 presented with considerable loss of weight in the last 6 months. No abnormality was detected on physical examination but liver function tests were mildly abnormal. The patient was referred for sonography and subsequently computed tomography (CT 
Comment
These CT appearances are pathognomonic of a cavernous haemangioma and on sonography highly suggestive. A solitary lesion that 'fills in' from the periphery becoming isodense with liver parenchyma can be confidently diagnosed as a cavernous haemangioma and cannot account for the patient's symptoms of weight loss or mildly abnormal liver function tests. Biopsy of these lesions is unequivocally contraindicated. Cavernous haemangiomas are the commonest benign tumour of the liver found in approximately 5% of routine autopsies, are usually single and occur most commonly in women (±75%). These tumours are asymptomatic unless they are so large as to produce mass effects. They can enlarge during pregnancy. Rupture is rare but usually fatal due to massive haemorrhage.
Cavernous haemangiomas can now be diagnosed when larger than 1 cm with pathognomonic features on CT in more than 90% and with magnetic resonance imaging in more than 95% of cases.
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